Piedmont Middle School Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP Fall 2023
8th Grade Students

DUE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6th, 2023

Name: __________________________________________________________

Homebase Teacher: _______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Names: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________

You must have at least a 3.5 GPA (A/B average) to be considered for membership. The GPA will be calculated by the NJHS Advisor when the application is completed and submitted.  
According to membership standards established by the by-laws for the Piedmont Middle School Chapter of the NJHS, applicants must demonstrate evidence of outstanding scholarship, strong character, leadership, service, and citizenship.  The following documentation must be submitted:
______ Two teacher recommendations 

* These teachers should be from 6th or 7th grade.
Names of teachers to whom you provided recommendation forms:

1.  _______________________________   2.  ________________________________

______ One character reference (someone outside of school, not a relative)

______ Evidence of leadership

______ Evidence of service (10 hours complete by application deadline)

______ Personal statement

______ Reading project (3 books – not read in school)

By signing here, I declare that all information in my application packet is truthful, and, if selected, I will do my best to uphold the standards of NJHS.

_________________________________
________________________________

Student Signature




Parent Signature

Your completed application must be submitted no later than October 6th. Please assemble in the order listed above, staple together, and submit to Ms. Henderson in room C114.

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION FORM
Give this form to two teachers (teachers from 6th and 7th grade). The teachers will return the form directly to Ms. Henderson.
Student applying for membership: _______________________________________

Teacher:  ________________________


The above student is applying for membership in NJHS.  As a part of this application process, please evaluate this student on the following characteristics.

	
	Weak
	Average
	Strong
	Outstanding

	Responsibility


	
	
	
	

	Citizenship


	
	
	
	

	Behavior


	
	
	
	

	Leadership


	
	
	
	

	Scholarship


	
	
	
	

	Initiative


	
	
	
	

	Truthfulness


	
	
	
	

	Teamwork


	
	
	
	

	Respect


	
	
	
	


Please make any comments regarding this student’s special talents or contributions that the faculty selection committee should consider when reviewing this application for membership in NJHS. Do you feel this student would be an asset to NJHS?  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Your help is appreciated.  Please return this form directly to Ms. Henderson no later than October 6th.
TEACHER RECOMMENDATION FORM
Give this form to two teachers (teachers from 6th and 7th grade). The teachers will return the form directly to Ms. Henderson.
Student applying for membership: _______________________________________

Teacher:  ________________________


The above student is applying for membership in NJHS.  As a part of this application process, please evaluate this student on the following characteristics.

	
	Weak
	Average
	Strong
	Outstanding

	Responsibility


	
	
	
	

	Citizenship


	
	
	
	

	Behavior


	
	
	
	

	Leadership


	
	
	
	

	Scholarship


	
	
	
	

	Initiative


	
	
	
	

	Truthfulness


	
	
	
	

	Teamwork


	
	
	
	

	Respect


	
	
	
	


Please make any comments regarding this student’s special talents or contributions that the faculty selection committee should consider when reviewing this application for membership in NJHS.  Do you feel this student would be an asset to NJHS?  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Your help is appreciated.  Please return this form directly to Ms. Henderson no later than October 6th. 
LEADERSHIP
Please list leadership positions you have held in and out of school.  Also include activities in which you were actively involved where you demonstrated initiative and leadership, even if you did not hold an elected office.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Please tell us how you try to demonstrate leadership at school and in the classroom on a day-to-day basis.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE DOCUMENTATION
Applicants are asked to demonstrate a commitment to service by completing 10 hours of community service. Hours completed over the summer can be submitted. This must be complete by the application deadline, October 6th. These 10 hours can be the same hours used for the IB requirement, but they must be recorded separately. A supervisor at your service organization must sign this form. 
Hours must meet Piedmont Middle School Community and Service standards.  YOU MUST COMPLETE THE LOG BELOW.  
	Date
	Total Hours
	Service Performed
	Signature of Supervisor

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


TOTAL HOURS (10 hours minimum): _________________

CHARACTER REFERENCE
Ask an adult who knows you outside of school to complete this character reference letter.  This adult cannot be a relative.  Attach it to your completed application.

This student, _____________________________________, is applying for membership to the Piedmont Middle School’s Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society.  Part of the application process is a documentation of the student’s character and citizenship.  We need your help in gathering information that fairly represents how this student interacts with and is perceived by the community.  Please comment as best you can on the character, integrity, and citizenship qualities that you have observed in the student.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________  Signature: __________________________

Phone: ____________________________

How long have you known the applicant? ____________________________________

In what capacity have you known the applicant? _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL STATEMENT
Name: _______________________________________

The Constitution of the National Junior Honor Society states that its purpose is to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to promote leadership, to develop character, and to encourage citizenship.  Membership is an honor bestowed upon a student.  The selection criteria are to be outstanding scholarship, character, leadership, service, and citizenship.  Considering all this, please write a statement explaining why you want to be a member of NJHS, and what special characteristics you have that you believe qualify you for membership.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Signature: ______________________________  Date: _________________________

BOOK DOCUMENTATION
Read and document books you have read recently. The books cannot be books you read for school. They must be outside reading. The books should be challenging for an eighth grade student. There are suggested titles on the next page. You must read at least three from the beginning of school until the application due date. Books read over the summer do count.
Applicant Name: ______________________________

First Book Read:  Title: __________________________________________________
Author: ______________________________________________
Name and signature of person with whom you discussed the book:

Name: ____________________________  Signature: __________________________

Second Book Read:  Title: _______________________________________________
Author: ______________________________________________

Name and signature of person with whom you discussed the book:

Name: ____________________________  Signature: __________________________

Third Book Read:  Title: _________________________________________________
Author: ______________________________________________

Name and signature of person with whom you discussed the book:

Name: ____________________________  Signature: __________________________

Fourth Book Read:  Title: ________________________________________________
Author: ______________________________________________

Name and signature of person with whom you discussed the book:

Name: ____________________________  Signature: __________________________

Fifth Book Read:  Title:__________________________________________________
Author: ______________________________________________

Name and signature of person with whom you discussed the book:

Name: ____________________________  Signature: __________________________

SUGGESTED READING LIST
Some of these books discuss mature topics. Choose books you’re comfortable reading.

	A Separate Peace

John Knowles
	Looking for Alaska

John Green

	Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
Sherman Alexie
	Lord of the Flies

William Golding

	American Born Chinese

Gene Luen Yang
	Love Is a Revolution

Renee Watson

	American Street

Ibi Zoboi
	March

John Lewis

	Animal Farm

George Orwell
	Monster

Walter Dean Myers

	Aristotle & Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe

Benjamin Alire Saenz
	Nimona

Noelle Stevenson

	The Book Thief

Mark Zusak
	Out of the Dust

Karen Hesse

	Bronx Masquerade

Nikki Grimes
	Pet

Akwaeke Emezi

	Burn My Heart at Wounded Knee

Dee Brown
	Proud: Living My American Dream

Ibtihaj Muhammad

	The Diary of a Young Girl

Anne Frank
	The Red Queen

Victoria Aveyard

	Every Day

David Levithan
	The Sun Is Also a Star

Nicola Yoon

	The Hate U Give

Angie Thomas
	They Both Die At the End

Adam Silvera

	The House on Mango Street

Sandra Cisneros
	To Kill a Mockingbird

Harper Lee

	House of the Scorpion

Nancy Farmer
	Together We Burn

Isabel Ibanez

	I Am Malala

Malala Yousafzai
	Warriors Don’t Cry

Melba Patillo Beals

	Life of Pi

Yann Martel
	We Set the Dark on Fire

Tehlor Kay Mejia
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